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more multifaceted. Plus,
he said, Nicaragua has
slipped from many people’s minds.
“I suspect right now if
you walked down Church
Street and asked 10 people,
maybe one of them would
know we have a sister city
in Nicaragua,” Higgins
said.
He works to connect
Vermont groups to their
counterparts in Nicaragua
— for example, Vermont
college students who traveled to the area to meet
health care workers or
Vermont and Nicaraguan
musicians who came together in a virtual duet. He
says Burlington and Puerto Cabezas have an opportunity to look at similar
problems, like the arts,
family issues or drugs,
through a new lens together.
“We’re always having to
reinvent the relationship,”
Higgins said.
Puerto Cabezas is a municipality
with
about
60,000 people on Nicaragua’s Atlantic coast that includes the main town of
Bilwi and 51 villages.
Decades ago, Higgins
took photos of Burlington
and Puerto Cabezas, sideby-side.
“Some of those kids that
were in the picture of the
school, they’re collegeaged now, and they’ve
worked with me on video
projects,” Higgins said.
In January, Megan
O’Rourke of Vermont’s
Channel 17 television station traveled with her son
to Puerto Cabezas to work
on a television station
there.
“One thing I especially
enjoy about the Puerto Cabezas project is that it is
not one-way or charity,”
O’Rourke wrote in an
email. “In fact all of the sister cities are about mutual
aid, respect and learning.”
Former Mayor Clavelle
was actively involved in
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Flanking a replica of the “Don de Dieu,” Burlington Mayor Miro Weinberger, left, looks at a book
of photos with Ambassador Francois Delattre and Lise Veronneau in October 2012.

the relationship and had
friendships in Puerto Cabezas, Higgins said.
Mayor Miro Weinberger participated in an interview that was translated into Spanish and shown
in Puerto Cabezas when
O’Rourke and her son traveled to the area. Higgins
said the real center of the
relationship is about everyday citizens, not City
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Hall.
“Puerto Cabezas has
other sister cities that are
much more governmentto-government,” Higgins
said. “We open up the channels of people-to-people.”
Higgins said he’s sure
some people in Burlington
think the sister cities are a
waste of time or out-ofplace in what city governments are supposed to be

doing.
But for Higgins, “It’s
exciting to keep it going. I
wish more people knew
about it.”
Contact April Burbank at (802)
660-1863 or aburbank@freepressmedia.com. Follow her on Twitter at www.twitter.com/AprilBurbank
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